Barford St John & St Michael Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday 5th March 2025 at 7.30pm in Barford Village Hall
Present: Cllrs Turner, Tucker, Hobbs, Charman, Cox, Lovell, District Cllr Rogers and Mr Best, (Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer). Five members of the public attended the meeting. 
Apologies for absence: County Cllr Fatemian
	25/014
	Declarations of Interest: None

	25/015
	Minutes of the last meeting: It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd January 2025 were a true and accurate record (unanimous) and signed by the Chairman.


	25/016

	Matters arising from the minutes: None.


	25/017

	[bookmark: _Hlk43536827]Public Participation:
North Oxfordshire Topsoil Ltd planning application – Parishioners attended the meeting to request that the PC oppose the application to increase the number of permitted vehicle movements from 12 per day to 24 per day and 36 per day during exceptional operations. There is a presumption in favour of development unless it can be shown that there is an unacceptably high risk to road safety. Advice is being sought from a planning consultant and a highways consultant. Views are being sought from South Newington Parish Council. It was agreed that the clerk will request an extension from OCC to the deadline for a response. It was also agreed to publicise this application to residents who should give their views on the application to OCC.


	25/018
25/018/1


25/018/2


25/018/3

25/018/4

25/018/5

25/018/6
25/018/7

	[bookmark: _Hlk531951804][bookmark: _Hlk129981016][bookmark: _Hlk71746678][bookmark: _Hlk82678460][bookmark: _Hlk77254136][bookmark: _Hlk114048478]Clerk’s Report:
[bookmark: _Hlk134470986]Allotments – One allotment holder has given up an allotment and one resident has taken up an allotment. There are still two allotments available. The two vacant allotments have been cleared and a skip will be ordered for allotment holders to use when the land dries out.
Footpath between The Potteries and West Close – This has been closed temporarily as a large branch in a tree next to the footpath has a large split and is in danger of falling. Remedial work is scheduled on 15th March and it is hoped that the footpath can be opened shortly afterwards.
Parish Council Grants – Applications have been sent to Barford News, the Village Hall and the Parochial Parish Council. 
Parish Council information on village website – The Minutes have been reloaded and are available back to the start of 2021. The accounts are available back to 2016-17.
Stonepit Field – The Clerk has chased the HM Land Registry transfer of Stonepit Field that was registered in error by the Diocese of Oxford
Grass cutting – The clerk has given revised cutting instructions to Thomas Fox Landscaping.
Bins – The new bins will be installed by the clerk within the next week.
Christmas tree lights – The old lights will be taken out of the tree on The Green by the clerk within the next week.

	[bookmark: _Hlk519415372]25/019

	[bookmark: _Hlk58183219]Correspondence:
Use of Grow Chem Complete Lawn – A parishioner requested that The Green is not treated with this product as it contains weedkiller and would kill the wildflowers. It was agreed The Green will be treated with this as the weedkiller is selective and only kills broad leaved weeds. It also cotains conditioner to improve the grass and other plants.
Blocked Gulleys – A parishioner complained to the PC about blocked gulleys. OCC Highways has reduced the frequency of gulley clearing to 3-4 years due to budget constraints, but residents should report blocked gulleys and potholes on Fix my Street at https://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/


	25/020

	County Councillor’s Report from Arash Fatemian: None


	[bookmark: _Hlk40013514]25/021

	District Councillor’s Report from David Rogers:
David submitted a comprehensive report which is attached to these minutes and is displayed in the PC noticeboard in Barford St Michael.


	25/022
25/022/1

25/022/2




25/022/3

25/022/4
25/022/5



25/022/6


25/022/7


25/022/8
	[bookmark: _Hlk114048400][bookmark: _Hlk71746515][bookmark: _Hlk74389371]Parish Matters:
Meeting with Highways Engagement Team on 11th March 2025 – Cllr Dawn Tucker has prepared a list of items to raise with the OCC Highways representative.
Meeting with OCC Flood Team on 16th January 2025 – The OCC Flood Mitigation representative met with councillors and the clerk. It was agreed that flood warning signs would be supplied to the PC so that they can warn drivers not to try to drive through as many vehicles get stranded. Although no commitment was given to carry out any remedial work to improve the drainage at the bridge a commitment was given to investigate the matter further.
Village Spring Clean – This will take place on Saturday 5th April and advertised via Facebook.
Annual Parish Meeting – This will be on 28th May
Thames Valley Police KIN programme – It was decided not to sign up for this.
Removal of dead/ dying trees from The Green and pruning Pyracantha – A tree surgeon has advised that the pyracantha on the village green should be pruned back hard and also advised that the three dead and dying trees should be taken down. Replacement trees will be agreed once the trees have been taken down.
Management of the village website – It was agreed to advertise for a volunteer to manage the village website. It was also decided that a decision on whether to move to a .gov website will be taken when a volunteer if found.
Mowing schedule for West Close – It was agreed increase the number of cuts from 12 to 18 this year to ensure that the grass is kept shorter following complaints last year that the grass was too long.
Request for a donation from Citizen’s advice – It was agreed not to make a donation to Citizens Advice but to support organisations within the villages.


	25/023
25/023/1
25/023/2
25/023/3
	[bookmark: _Hlk129981096]Planning:
24/03353/LB – The Homestead – Secondary double glazing – PC supports application
25/00472/TPO – Turnstile House – Reduce crown of Sycamore – PC supports application
MW.0009/25 – North Oxfordshire Top Soil – Increase vehicle movements from 12 to 24 per day – PC to decide response.


	25/024
	Reports from Meetings: None.


	25/025
25/025/1

	[bookmark: _Hlk8732368][bookmark: _Hlk21253952]Finance:
[bookmark: _Hlk74388395][bookmark: _Hlk71746301][bookmark: _Hlk101171699][bookmark: _Hlk90494318][bookmark: _Hlk43537366]Payments – The clerk gained approval for payments totalling £572.94. 

	25/026
25/026/1


	[bookmark: _Hlk496089303]Any Other Business:
Lower Street Sign opposite church – This has been knocked down. The clerk will ask CDC to repair/replace it.




The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 30th April 2025 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.26pm

Signed by Chairman…………………………………                        Date………………………………
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