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Present: Cllrs Turner, Hobbs, Cox, County Cllr Fatemian, and Mr Best, (Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial 
Officer). 7 members of the public attended the meeting.  

Apologies for absence: Cllrs Charman & Lovell, District Cllr Williams  

23/054 Declarations of Interest: None 

23/055 Minutes of the last meeting: It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 5th July 
2023 were a true and accurate record (unanimous). 
 

23/056 
 

Matters arising from the minutes: None. 
 

23/057 
23/057/1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
23/057/2 
 

Public Participation: 
Bridge over the Swere – Representatives from Oxfordshire County Council Highways and 
Cherwell District Council, Planning Conservation attended the meeting having been invited by the 
Parish Council to  explain and discuss the delays to the bridge repair. The bridge is Listed Grade II 
and OCC are required to obtain listed building consent for the repairs. Several proposals for 
rebuilding the bridge with greater strength to allow 40-ton vehicles have been rejected by CDC 
Conservation. OCC has discussed another two proposals with CDC Conservation who advised 
verbally in the meeting that they should be acceptable. OCC has to confirm that these new designs 
will have the structural integrity and the bridge will be closed from 13th to 15th November to carry out 
3D scans. It is hoped that OCC will be able to finalise the plans and submit the application to CDC 
Conservation by the end of the year. CDC Conservation advised that they will require 8 weeks to 
review and hopefully approve the plans. If approved by CDC Conservation, OCC will then go out to 
tender and apply for the necessary permission from the Environment Agency. It is hoped that the 
rebuilding will be completed at the end of the summer 2024 but this is dependant on CDC 
Conservation approving the plans. The bridge will have an increased width path and this may require 
some traffic management as it is unlikely that the road width will be sufficient for two vehicles to 
pass on the bridge. CDC Conservation and OCC Highways have both confirmed that they will keep 
the Parish Council informed of progress. 
The PC may apply for a 7.5 ton weight limit to be imposed to reduce large lorries passing through. 
Complaint about the Heythrop Hunt – A resident complained about horses and hounds from the 
Heythrop Hunt in Horn Hill on 5th January in the meeting on 12th January. The resident asked that 
the PC contact the hunt to request that they notify the PC if they are coming to the village in future. 
The initial response was that notifying of hunt locations in advance increases the risk of interference 
by hunt saboteurs. The PC has contacted the hunt again this week to again request advance 
notification so that residents can be informed via WhatsApp and Facebook  
 

23/058 
23/058/1 
 
23/058/2 

Clerk’s Report: 
Resignation of Maureen Appleby – This has been notified to Cherwell District Council and it is 
anticipated that the PC will be able to co-opt 2 new Councillors before the November meeting. 
Grass Cutting – The clerk has contacted Thomas Fox Landscaping to clarify the contract as some 
areas such as Murreys Land have not been mown recently. The area of West Close that is currently 
left unmown until the end of the year will be mown from June in future. 
 

23/059 
 

Correspondence: None 
 

23/060 

 

County Councillor’s Report from Arash Fatemian: 

A comprehensive update will be posted in the Parish Council Noticeboard in Barford St Michael. 

 

23/061 District Councillors Report from Bryn Williams: None 
 

23/062 
23/062/1 

Parish Matters: 
20mph Speed Limit - It was agreed to apply for a 20mph speed limit in the village. 
 

23/063 
23/063/1 
 

Planning: 
23/02308/F – Letter Box Cottage – New windows– PC supports. 
 

23/064 Reports from Meetings: None 
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23/065 
23/065/1 
 
23/065/2 

Finance: 
Payments - The Clerk gained approval for payments totalling £767.75. The year to date accounts 
had been circulated prior to the meeting. Income and expenditure is on budget 
Agreeing payment in months with no meeting – It was agreed that payments that need to be 
made in months where there is no meeting will be approved by all councillors via email.  
 

23/066 
23/066/1 
23/066/2 
 
23/066/3 
 
 
23/066/4 
 
 

Any Other Business: 
Battery for Christmas lights – It was agreed that the clerk will buy a new battery as one has failed. 
Street Furniture – A resident who has previously maintained street furniture will be asked to inspect 
the street furniture and carry out any required treatment. 
Grant for Electric Vehicle Charging Points– OCC has asked PCs interested in EV Charging 
points in the village to complete a survey to express interest. It was agreed that the PC will express 
interest. 
Fire Training – The Village Hall has organised for residents to be given fire training. 

 
 
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 1st November 2023 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
 
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.45pm 
 

Signed by Chairman…………………………………                        Date……………………………… 


