Barford St John & St Michael Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday, 5 November 2014 at 7.30pm in Barford Village Hall

The meeting commenced at 7.30pm

Present:  Cllrs Hobbs, Eden, Turner, Styles, Campbell, Best, County Cllr Fatemian (arrived 8.18pm), District Cllr Williams and Mrs Watts (Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer).
Apologies for absence: none
	14/108
	Declarations of Interest:  there were none.

	14/109
	Minutes of the last meeting:  The minutes of the meeting on 1 October 2014 were proposed by Cllr Styles, seconded by Cllr Best, unanimously RESOLVED as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

	14/110
	Matters Arising not elsewhere on the agenda: there were none.

	14/111
	Parish Council Vacancy - Co-option:  The Parish Clerk had received one application from Mr Simon Hanmer.  Unfortunately Mr Hanmer was unable to attend this meeting for personal reasons and therefore the item was deferred until next month.

	14/112
	Parish Clerk's Report:  the new noticeboard for Barford St John is near completion and will be delivered to Cllr Best next week. 


	14/113
	Correspondence:  emailed to Cllrs throughout the month

	14/114
	Public Participation: there was none.

	14/115
	County Councillor’s Report:  Cllr Fatemian had nothing to report.


	14/116
	District Councillor’s Report: Cllr Williams had sent a written report to the Parish Clerk and this was circulated before the meeting.  Some items are noted below.  The full report can be seen on the Parish Council website.
Cherwell Local Plan The consultation period for the Cherwell Local Plan came to an end on 3 October.  It was presented to full council on 20 October and passed after much debate.  The inquiry will resume on 9 December and is expected to conclude before Christmas with a final decision anticipated three months later.  The revised number of dwellings to be built in Cherwell between 2011 -2031 has increased from 16,750 to 22,800 but the Barfords remain in the same category and are unlikely to be directly affected.

Parish Liaison Meeting The Parish Liaison Meeting will take place on 12 November at Bodicote House.  Items to be discussed are Overview & Local Strategic Planning Update, Local Plan Update, Development Control Planning, Rural Broadband, Register of Local Heritage Assets and Cherwell Community Bank.

Environment Agency (EA) - Barford Flooding After several attempts to locate the relevant person at the EA, Cllr Williams reported that progress had been made and a site meeting was held at Barford bridge on 22 October to discuss a way forward to remove weeds and blockages to the river in the hope of reducing flooding.  Two members of the EA attended, as did Cllr Styles, Robin Woolgrove and Cllr Williams.  It was agreed that the EA would assist with clearing a section of the river near the bridge if Barford Parish Council could provide a working party to assist.  The morning of 22 November has been agreed as the date for the work to be carried out.  It is hoped that parishioners will come along to assist in the clear up.


Chairman’s initials………………..






Date………………………………

	14/117
	Parish Matters:


	14/117/1


	First Aid Courses:  Cllr Hobbs has received 25 enquiries from villagers interested in these free three-hour first aid courses with St John Ambulance, to be run in the village hall.  Cllr Hobbs is arranging suitable dates and times of courses.



	14/117/2
	Play Equipment West Close:  Cllr Styles has obtained a copy of the deeds for West Close and there are no covenants attached.  The PC will need to obtain planning permission.  It was unanimously agreed that Cllr Styles should seek pre-application advice from CDC.  Villagers will then be given the opportunity to comment on the project before quotations are sought.


	14/117/3
	Bus Service:  County Cllr Fatemian has spoken to the Oxfordshire Transport Committee, particularly with regard to the allocation of S106 monies which may pay for a better service for the Barfords. 



	14/117/4
	Grass Cutting – Agency Agreement:  the Parish Clerk had received a letter from OCC asking the PC to formally agree to a variation in the original agreement made between OCC and the PC in 2008.  The variation allows for two paid cuts per year instead of the original five cuts (effectively meaning that the PC will have to pay for any additional cuts).  After a discussion with Cllr Fatemian, Cllrs agreed unanimously that they had no option but to agree to the variation.  This will have an impact on the Parish Precept.


	14/118
	Planning Matters:



	14/118/1
	Planning Applications Received: there were none


	14/118/2
	Planning Applications Approved by Cherwell District Council: 
· 14/01416/F Blackingrove Farm, Summer Ley, Barford St Michael.  Erection of garden shed.  No objection.  Granted 13 October.

· 14/01486/F Ashburne, Townsend, Barford St Michael.  Front, side and rear extensions.  No objection. Granted 23 October 14.

· 14/01568/F Camp Site, Manor House, South Newington Rd, Barford St Michael. Variation of Condition 3 of 04/00308/F.  Removal of Condition 3 to allow year round usage.  Granted 31 October 14.  A number of Conditions apply.


	14/118/3
	Planning Applications Refused:

· 14/01382/LB Laurel Cottage, Church St, Barford St Michael.  Replacement of 5 No. windows (4 to the front elevation and 1 to the rear).  No objection.  Refused 10 October 2014.



	14/118/4
	Notice of Intent (TCA): 

· 14/00335/TCA Honeystone Cottage, Lower St, Barford St Michael. T1 Beech, T2 Cherry, T3 Sycamore, T4 Oak – fell.  No objection.
· 14/00353/TCA Dyers Farm, Horn Hill, Barford St Michael.  T1, T2 and T3 x Leylandii – remove lower branches.  No objection.


	14/118/5
	Approved TCAs:
· 14/00285/TCA Swere Villa, Lower St, Barford St Michael – T1 & T2 x Leylandii – fell to leave stumps 8’’ above ground level.  No objections.  Granted 2 October.

· 14/00289/TCA St Michael’s Church.  Various trees – fell.  In general there was no objection from Councillors to this application; although one Councillor felt that the four yew trees should be 'reduced' in size, not felled and that the number of prunus trees to be felled should be reduced by half.  Granted 7 October.

· 14/00283/TCA 1 Bishops Close, Barford St Michael – T1 Norway Spruce – fell.  No objections.  Granted 7 October.
 

	14/119

	Reports from Meetings: there were none.


Chairman’s initials………………..






Date………………………………
	14/120

	Finance:

	14/120/1
	The Parish Clerk had presented the schedules of receipts and payments to Councillors before the meeting and sought approval to pay the cheques itemised on the schedule totalling £1,595.62 (detailed in Annex 1).  Cllr Eden moved acceptance of the payments detailed, this was seconded by Cllr Hobbs and approved unanimously.


	14/121
	Budget 2015 – 2016 Cllr Hobbs had circulated a draft budget to Cllrs before the meeting.  Following a discussion it was agreed that some amendments be made to the budget papers.  The revised figures will be discussed and approved at the next meeting.

 

	14/122
	Appointment of Auditor for 2014 - 2015 Accounts:  Mr Jeremy Eastwood carried out last year’s internal audit of accounts.  The Chairman proposed that Mr Eastwood be appointed again as internal auditor to inspect the Parish Council accounts for 2014 - 2015.  This was seconded by Cllr Styles and agreed unanimously.


	AOB
	a) A resident has complained that a wall belonging to ‘The Homestead’ and bordering West Close has partially collapsed and poses a hazard to people using West Close.  The Parish Clerk was asked to write to the owners asking them to carry out repairs or make safe.
b) A resident has complained about the state of the garages in Bishops Close.  These are privately owned and the PC has no say in how they are maintained.
c) A villager has asked if dog bins in the villages can be disguised.
d) The dog bin in Summer Ley is damaged.

e) A resident has asked if more can be done to stop speeding through the village (i.e. by the use of speed activated ‘30mph’ signs).

f) A  Remembrance Service will be held in St Michael’s church at 9.00am on 9 November.
g) Fix My Street – residents can report defects in the highway to Oxfordshire County Council on       http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk  Once verified, OCC’s contractor pledges to fix potholes within 28 days, 24 hours in an emergency and 4 hours for a severe category.



The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 3 December 2014 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.12pm.
Signed by Chairman…………………………………                        Date………………………………


