REPORT TO PARISH COUNCIL
FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR ARASH FATEMIAN
December 2014
Local Issues
My main focus this month has been liaising with the County Council and District Cllr Williams re the masonry in the river following the collision on Barford Bridge.  I received the following prompt reply form highways:

At present the bridge is safe but there is stone in the river and we will make arrangements to remove it and then rebuild. We will need to organise traffic management and possibly shut the road in order to get the stone out of the river. The parapet will be rebuilt with as much of the same stone as possible.
I was honoured to attend the beautiful remembrance service in the village in early November

Finally, I am raising money for the fight against prostate cancer this year by once again partaking in ‘Movember’ – growing a moustache during November. Below is a picture at Day 30, having started Day 1 clean shaven. Feel free to laugh and I will be grateful for any sponsorship at http://mobro.co/arashfatemian
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COUNTY COUNCIL WINS AWARD FOR WORK WITH RESERVISTS

Oxfordshire County Council has won a national award for its work linked to its support for military reservists. 

The award was made the Silver Award under the Defence Employer Recognition Scheme which was launched in July 2014.

Councillor Ian Hudspeth, Leader of the Council, said: “There are approximately 11,000 service personnel in Oxfordshire. The largest RAF base in the country is at RAF Brize Norton and there are nearly 50 Army units of varying roles and size; when you take account of their families and the growing number of reservists, this is a significant military presence.

“We feel strongly that we need to work closely with our local military and one key area is being a helpful employer in terms of reservists. It is good to see that work recognised in this award from central Government.”

In early September Oxfordshire County Council, along with a number of other local organisations signed a corporate covenant - a written and publicised voluntary pledge to express support for the armed forces community and work to help reservists in the council’s employment.

For more information see: https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/news/2014/nov/council-wins-award-work-reservists 

INAUGURAL OXFORDSHIRE FLOOD FAIR 

	Last Friday saw the inaugural Oxfordshire Flood Fair take place, with around a hundred residents taking the chance to talk about flood prevention in their area.

Visitors were be able to discuss flood prevention methods and which would be most appropriate for their properties, find out about trusted providers of flood services, and also get help applying for the repair and renewal grant. Residents across the county who have been affected by flooding have been invited to the event, but anyone who wishes to attend, can just turn up.

For more information: https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/news/2014/nov/oxfordshire-flood-fair-big-success
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Councillor Rodney Rose with local residents


GOVERNMENT GRANTS TO PROTECT HOMES FROM FUTURE FLOODING

The council has spent over £500,000 on flood defences across the county improving road drainage, strengthening ditch edges, installing culverts and clearing ditches. The council also promotes sustainable drainage as part of new developments so that the impact will be as minimal as possible. This is achieved by using porous pavements, which are able to absorb the water, and ponds and swales, which can capture the water, limiting the effect on the wider area.
Further to this, there are many things that residents can do to protect their own homes, and there is a government grant that you can apply for to help. The Repair and Renewal Grant could provide up to £5,000 to households to get flood defences put in to their homes.

In order to be eligible, you must have been affected by flooding between 1 December 2013 and 31 March 2014. Installing prevention measures could help reduce insurance premiums and preventing the misery that flooding can bring. The deadline for applications for the grant is 31st March 2015.

For more information on making an application: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/repair-and-renew-grant-scheme-opens-today
HIGH-SPEED FIBRE BROADBAND PROGRAMME PASSES 20,000 PREMISES

	More than 20,000 homes and businesses across the county are now able to access faster fibre-enabled broadband as part of the multi-million pound ‘Better Broadband for Oxfordshire’ programme, partners Oxfordshire County Council and BT announced today.

Better Broadband for Oxfordshire is part of the Government’s Broadband Delivery UK programme (BDUK) which announced last week that 1.5 million premises up and down the country are now able to access faster fibre-enabled broadband as a result of public-private sector partnerships like this one.

For more information see: https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/news/2014/nov/oxfordshire-high-speed-fibre-broadband-programme-passes-20000-premises 
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	Ed Vaizey, Minister of State for Culture and the Digital Economy and MP for Didcot and Wantage, with Oxfordshire Councillors




OXFORDSHIRE WELCOMES NATIONAL OFSTED REPORT INTO CHILD EXPLOITATION

Oxfordshire County Council is already implementing all the measures for tackling child sexual exploitation recommended in a report published by Ofsted ON 19th November. The report, titled: “The sexual exploitation of children: it couldn’t happen here, could it?” has been published by Ofsted after looking at the work of councils in Rochdale, Rotherham, Kent, Camden, Brent, Bristol, Luton and Oldham.

Actions taken in Oxfordshire include:

· Oxfordshire has had a CSE Strategy and Action Plan in place since 2012 and this is closely monitored by Oxfordshire Local Safeguarding Children Board.

· All partner agencies use a Child Sexual Exploitation Screening Tool which helps identify children at risk.

· Oxfordshire has a comprehensive training programme in place and this is well attended with thousands of staff across agencies trained in dealing with child sexual exploitation issues.

· Oxfordshire has invested heavily in preventative work with children and young people and that work is targeted at both potential victims and potential perpetrators. All secondary schools have accessed the drama workshop "Chelsea’s Choice" for the past two years. Primary Schools in the City area have been piloting a programme called Values Versus Violence which has been very well received and which provides a safe way of introducing awareness of the issues behind CSE to younger children.

In Spring 2014, Ofsted conducted a full inspection of children’s social care in Oxfordshire and rated the authority as “good” across all services including the tackling of child sexual exploitation. Oxfordshire Safeguarding Children Board also received a ‘good’ rating.

In particular it praised the Kingfisher team, set up in Oxfordshire in late 2012. This is a joint Thames Valley Police, Oxfordshire County Council and NHS team dedicated purely to combating child sexual exploitation.

For more information see: https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/news/2014/nov/oxfordshire-welcomes-national-ofsted-report-child-sexual-exploitation
READY FOR WINTER: GRITTING

We are committed to keeping a network of major roads free from ice to minimise the risk of accidents and ensure the smooth flow of traffic. Precautionary salting (sometimes called 'gritting') helps achieve this aim. Gritting teams have already been out in November due to falls in overnight temperatures. 
The County Council’s website displays a considerable amount of information including up to date information on road surface temperatures that indicate when and where gritting will take place. It also shows the roads that are routinely salted during the winter. The page also links to general advice on dealing with snow and ice, and school closures.

Daily updates on the roads are also sent out via twitter for those following @oxfordshirecc.

All the information can obtained from: https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/salting-gritting-and-snow-clearance
CONSULTATION ON LEARNING DISBAILITY STRATEGY IN OXFORDSHIRE

Oxfordshire County Council is asking you about the draft Big Plan: Oxfordshire's Learning Disability Strategy 2015-18. The plan sets out how services for adults with learning disabilities will be provided in Oxfordshire. 

Views are being sought on the draft Big Plan and the Service and Community Impact Assessment and you can tell us what you think about the draft Big Plan until 9 February 2015. 

To access the consultation go to: https://consultations.oxfordshire.gov.uk/consult.ti/bigplanLD/consultationHome 

USING THE GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME TO BEAT ROGUE TRADERS

Neighbours are being encouraged by Oxfordshire County Council's Trading Standards team to help protect the vulnerable in their communities from rogue doorstep sellers.

Almost a million pounds was taken from Oxfordshire residents in 2013/14 by criminals, who often use pressure tactics to charge high prices for sub-standard work.

The drive to establish Good Neighbour Schemes across the county is being supported by the distribution of information to parish councils, Neighbourhood Watch groups and neighbourhood action groups and has already seen a series of public events to publicising the nationwide initiative during National Consumer Week in early November.
For more information see: https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/news/2014/oct/help-beat-rogue-doorstep-traders-being-part-good-neighbour-scheme 

CONSULTATION: PHARMACEUTICAL NEEDS ASSESSMENT FOR OXFORDSHIRE

Oxfordshire Health and Wellbeing Board is under a statutory obligation to consult upon a Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment in accordance with the National Health Service (Pharmaceutical and Local Pharmaceutical Services) Regulations 2013. This is designed to assess the current provision, have regard to any future change where current provision may change and identify any gaps (current and future) in pharmaceutical services.
For more information see: https://consultations.oxfordshire.gov.uk/consult.ti/PNA_Consultation_2013/consultationHome 

