Barford St John & St Michael Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday, 1 October 2014 at 7.30pm in Barford Village Hall

The meeting commenced at 7.30pm

Present:  Cllrs Hobbs, Eden, Turner, Styles, Campbell, Best (left 8.12pm), County Cllr Fatemian (arrived 8.38pm), District Cllr Williams (left 8.45pm) and Mrs Watts (Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer).
Apologies for absence: none
	14/094
	Declarations of Interest:  there were none.

	14/095
	Minutes of the last meeting:  The minutes of the meeting on 3 September 2014 were proposed by Cllr Styles, seconded by Cllr Best, unanimously RESOLVED as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

	14/096
	Matters Arising not elsewhere on the agenda: there were none.

	14/097
	Appointment of Vice Chairman:  Cllr Eden proposed that Cllr Turner be appointed as Vice Chairman of the Parish Council.  This was seconded by Cllr Campbell and agreed unanimously.



	14/098
	Co-option: the Parish Clerk reported that Cherwell District Council had not received any requests in respect of the vacancy on the Parish Council (deadline 27 September).  The Parish Council can proceed to fill the vacancy by way of co-option.  The Parish Clerk had put advertisements for the position on the website and the village noticeboards.  The deadline for applying is 22 October.



	14/099
	Parish Clerk's Report:

	14/099/1
	The Parish Clerk had reported the fallen 30mph sign in Barford St John to OCC Highways.  They re-instated it this week.

 

	14/100
	Correspondence:  emailed to Cllrs throughout the month

	
	Cubby Brett
	Invitation to Cllrs to attend the Remembrance Day Service at St Michael’s Church on 9 November at 9.00am

	14/101
	Public Participation: there was none.

	14/102
	County Councillor’s Report:  Cllr Fatemian sent a written report to the Parish Clerk before the meeting (Annex 2).  Some items are noted below.  The full report can be seen on the Parish Council website.
· I have been contacted by a member of the parish council re increasing the frequency of buses through the Barfords.  I am aware that there is money available from the new housing developments to pump-prime new bus routes and I am currently investigating this further.

· Changes to Electoral Registration.  Since 10 June, the voter registration system in England and Wales has changed.  Previously the ‘head of the household’ was required to register all its eligible residents.  The new system, known as IER, requires that everyone is individually registered using their National Insurance number and date of birth.  The Government has stated that 35 million voters will automatically be transferred using the Department of Work & Pensions database.  If you have concerns that you might not have been transferred, more information is available via: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/biggest-change-to-voter-registration-in-a-generation 

· The County Council’s Trading Standards team has taken part in the prosecution of a dishonest trader. He had attempted to charge a 72 year old Carterton resident £13,600 for work that was not required. More information is available at:
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/news/2014/aug/trading-standards-secure-convictions-against-roofer-who-tried-con-72-year-old
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	14/103
	District Councillor’s Report: Cllr Williams sent a written report to the Parish Clerk before the meeting (Annex 3).  Some items are noted below.  The full report can be seen on the Parish Council website.

· Cherwell Local Plan - The consultation period for the Cherwell Local Plan comes to an end on 3 October and will be presented to full council on 20 October.  If passed, it will be submitted on 21 October.  The inquiry will resume on 9 December and is expected to conclude before Christmas.  A final decision is anticipated three months later.  The revised number of dwellings to be built in Cherwell has increased from 16,750 to 22,800 between 2011-2031.
· Cherwell Boundary Review – Cherwell District Council has been advised by the Local Government Boundary Commission for England that they have reviewed and amended the timetable for the CDC Boundary Review. The reason is that the Commission needs to give consideration to Related Alterations arising from the Community Governance Review that was concluded last year.  The implementation will remain 2016.
· Neighbourhood Area Application - Cherwell District Council has received an application for the designation of a Neighbourhood Area to be known as Mid Cherwell.  The application is the first formal step in preparing a Neighbourhood Plan and seeks designation of a group of parishes as the Neighbourhood Area.  The parishes are Kirtlington, Duns Tew, Lower Heyford, Middleton Stoney, Somerton, Steeple Aston, Middle Aston, North Aston, Ardley with Fewcott, Fritwell and Upper Heyford.
· Deddington Neighbourhood Plan - The Deddington Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire is currently being distributed to parishioners.

· Hook Norton Neighbourhood Plan - The Hook Norton Neighbourhood Plan and accompanying documents have been presented for consultation and can be viewed on Cherwell District Council’s website at www.cherwell.gov.uk/neighbourhoodplanning/.



	14/104
	Parish Matters:



	14/104/1


	First Aid Courses:  Cllr Hobbs has received 17-18 enquiries from villagers interested in these free three-hour first aid courses with St John Ambulance.  Dates and times of courses to be agreed.



	14/104/2
	Play Equipment West Close:  Cllr Styles has researched what grants may be available to the Parish Council if they pursue the playground project. There are numerous potential funding sources.  Most of these would also require some funding to be provided by the Parish.  On 22 September Cllr Styles attended a pre-application workshop for one of the grants that may be available (Viridor Credits).  At this workshop Cllr Styles obtained an understanding of the relevant steps and stages that the Council would need to work through before seeking grant funding.  The first stage that the Council will need to address before there is any consultation with the village is to obtain the deeds for West Close and to establish what planning restrictions or covenants may be applicable to the land.  The outcome of these investigations would then inform and influence the next steps in the process. Cllr Styles gave the Parish Council an overview of the sequence of events that could follow thereafter.  Next steps will be decided at the November Parish Council meeting.


	14/104/3
	Bus Service:  The Barfords have one bus to and from Banbury each Thursday.  Cllr Campbell has researched bus services in other villages and it appears that the Barfords are poorly served.  District Cllr Williams had passed these details to County Cllr Fatemian, who confirmed that he will speak to the Oxfordshire Transport Committee, particularly with regard to the allocation of S106 monies which may pay for a better service for the Barfords.  If more buses are made available, it is important that villagers use them to ensure that the service remains viable. 



	14/105
	Planning Matters:


	14/105/1
	Planning Applications Received:

· 14/01382/LB Laurel Cottage, Church St, Barford St Michael.  Replacement of 5 No. windows (4 to the front elevation and 1 to the rear).  No objection.

· 14/01416/F Blackingrove Farm, Summer Ley, Barford St Michael.  Erection of garden shed.  No objection.
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	· 14/01568/F Camp Site, Manor House, South Newington Rd, Barford St Michael. Variation of Condition 3 of 04/00308/F.  Removal of Condition 3 to allow year round usage.  Whilst the Parish Council has no objection in principle to this application, some Councillors felt that the screening should be natural vegetation (not Leylandii).  The proposed 10m long fence does not preserve or visually enhance the amenity.
· 14/01486/F Ashburne, Townsend, Barford St Michael.  Front, side and rear extensions.  No objection.



	14/105/2
	Planning Applications Approved by Cherwell District Council: 
· 14/01083/F Blackingrove Farm, Summer Ley, Barford St Michael.  Ancillary garage with room over.  No objection.  Granted 16 September 2014.


	14/105/3
	Notice of Intent (TCA): 

· 14/00289/TCA St Michael’s Church.  Various trees – fell.  In general there was no objection from Councillors to this application, although one Councillor felt that the four yew trees should be 'reduced' in size, not felled and that the number of prunus trees to be felled should be reduced by half
· 14/00285/TCA Swere Villa, Lower St, Barford St Michael –T1 & T2 x Leylandii – fell to leave stumps 8’’ above ground level.  No objection.

· 14/00283/TCA 1 Bishops Close, Barford St Michael – T1 Norway Spruce – fell.  No objection.



	14/105/4
	Approved TCAs:  there were none.


	14/106

	Reports from Meetings:  Cllr Styles attended a meeting on 30 September with Governors of Deddington Primary School, OCC and the Diocese.  The reception year at the primary school will be full from 2017.  Governors had been considering the potential expansion of the school; however, this matter has been deferred until January 2015.


	14/107

	Finance:



	14/107/1
	The Parish Clerk had presented the schedules of receipts and payments to Councillors before the meeting and sought approval to pay the cheques itemised on the schedule totalling £386.38 (detailed in Annex 1).  Cllr Styles moved acceptance of the payments detailed, this was seconded by Cllr Turner and approved unanimously.


	AOB
	a) The Lower Street nameplate near the church has collapsed.  Cllr Turner’s husband will repair it.  The Parish Council will reimburse him for any costs involved.

b) A resident had reported fly tipping in Fernhill.  Cllr Hobbs had reported the matter to Cherwell District Council and their operatives dealt with the matter speedily and efficiently.
c) The lock to the front door of the village hall is to be changed to comply with insurance requirements.  A key will be kept in a locked unit in the porch.  Users will be given a password to the combination lock to gain access.  The password will be changed every few months.
d) Cllr Eden reminded the Chairman that allotment agreements need to be sent to tenants.
e) A draft budget for 2015/2016 will be discussed at next month’s meeting.
f) Fix My Street – residents can report defects in the highway to Oxfordshire County Council on       http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk  Once verified, OCC’s contractor pledges to fix potholes within 28 days, 24 hours in an emergency and 4 hours for a severe category.



The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 5 November 2014 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.56pm.
Signed by Chairman…………………………………                        Date………………………………


