Barford St John & St Michael Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday, 3 September 2014 at 7.30pm in Barford Village Hall

The meeting commenced at 7.30pm

Present:  Cllrs Hobbs, Eden, Turner, Styles, Best, Campbell, District Cllr Williams and Mrs Watts (Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer).
Chairman’s Announcement:  Cllr Hobbs asked the Council to observe a minute’s silence in memory of Cllr Tracey Bullard, who sadly died at the end of August.  He conveyed the Parish Council’s sincere condolences to her family and friends.  The funeral will take place in St Michael’s church on 5 September at 2.00pm.
Apologies for absence: County Cllr Fatemian sent his apologies after the meeting.
	14/082
	Declarations of Interest:  there were none.

	14/083
	Minutes of the last meeting:  The minutes of the meeting on 2 July 2014 were proposed by Cllr Styles, seconded by Cllr Eden, unanimously RESOLVED as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

	14/084
	Matters Arising not elsewhere on the agenda: there were none.

	14/085
	Parish Clerk's Report:

	14/085/1
	The Parish Clerk has ordered a new noticeboard for Barford St John, the old one having collapsed.  Delivery is expected late October.



	14/085/2
	A new law approved by Eric Pickles has given the go-ahead for filming, recording and tweeting from council meetings.  The changes, under the Local Audit and Accountability Act, will “allow a robust and healthy local democracy”



	14/086
	Correspondence:  emailed to Cllrs throughout the month

	
	Deddington Nursery
	Acknowledgement of S137 grant

	
	Barford Village Hall Committee
	Acknowledgement of S137 grant

	
	St Michael’s Church
	Acknowledgement of S137 grant

	14/087
	Public Participation: there was none.

	14/088
	County Councillor’s Report:  Cllr Fatemian sent a written report to the Parish Clerk after the meeting.  She had forwarded this to Cllrs for information.  Some items are noted below.  The full report can be seen on the Parish Council website.
· Cllr Fatemian was saddened to hear of the death of the PC Vice-Chairman and offers his condolences to Tracey’s family and friends.
· He had spent a half-day at Deddington Highways Depot seeing the processes that go into repairing highways.

· A Growth Deal will see at least £108.6m invested in Oxfordshire.  The deal will help create up to 5,700 jobs, allow over 4,000 homes to be built and generate over £100m in public and private investment.

· A master plan for Oxford Station was launched on 24 July.

· A Draft Local Flood Risk Management Strategy Consultation is open until 19 September.

· The County Council’s library service has joined forces with the Publishers’ Licencing Society & Society of Chief Librarians leading to the computers at all 43 Oxfordshire libraries being linked up to a system that allows online access to research of many varieties.  The service offers access to research literature on art, architecture, business, engineering, history, languages, politics, philosophy, mathematics & sciences, medicine & health and social sciences.
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Date………………………………
	14/089
	District Councillor’s Report:
·  Due to the summer break, with several Councillors being away on holiday, there was little to report this month relating to the Barfords.

· Cherwell Local Plan: The Proposed Modifications to the Cherwell Local Plan were presented for consultation last week, with supporting documents available at
www.cherwell.gov.uk/LocalPlanExamination
· Councillor Training: There are a number of District Councillor training events scheduled for the coming months which Cllr Williams plans to attend in order to better understand the role and responsibilities of a district councillor and to be able to represent the Ward to the best of his ability at Cherwell District Council.

· Tracey Bullard:  Cllr Williams took the opportunity to convey his own and fellow Cherwell District Councillors’ sincere condolences to the family and friends of Tracey Bullard, who he sadly only met on a few occasions in his capacity as District Councillor.

	14/090
	Parish Matters:

	14/090/1

	First Aid Courses:  Cllr Hobbs had received quotations from the Red Cross, St John Ambulance, Prime First Aid and Thames Training.   Kirsty Hawkins had still not submitted a quotation.  After a general discussion, Cllr Eden proposed that the Parish Council engage the St John Ambulance to carry out training.  This was seconded by Cllr Campbell and agreed unanimously.  Cllr Hobbs will put a notice in Barford News inviting villagers to sign up for one of the three-hour courses.  Dates and times to be agreed.


	14/090/2
	Play Equipment West Close:  Cllr Styles will research the availability of grants.


	14/090/3
	Barford News:  Councillors asked the Parish Clerk if she would be willing to send a Parish Council report to Barford News each month.  The Clerk agreed to carry out this extra duty, her hours to be increased accordingly.


	14/090/4
	Saturday Bus Service:  The Barfords have one bus to and from Banbury each Thursday.  Cllr Campbell had researched bus services in other villages and felt that the Barfords should have a much better service than the one currently in place.  Cllrs agreed that the Parish Council should in the first instance look at the possibility of a Saturday bus service being introduced.  Cllr Campbell will carry out further research to ascertain who the Parish Council needs to approach to request a Saturday service.


	14/091
	Planning Matters:


	14/091/1
	Planning Applications Received:
· 14/01083/F Blackingrove Farm, Summer Ley, Barford St Michael.  Ancillary garage with room over.  No objections.


	14/091/2
	Planning Applications Approved by Cherwell District Council: 
· 14/00836/F – Buttermilk Cottage, Barford St Michael. Single storey front extension to form porch.  No objections.  Granted 3 July.
· 14/00707/LB – Retrospective Application.  Traherne House, The Rock, Barford St Michael.  Replacement of two existing windows.  No objections.  Granted 7 July.
· 14/00928/F & 14/00929/LB – Turnstile House, The Rock, Barford St Michael.  Modifications to existing permission 11/01710F & 11/01711/LB.  Re-submission of 13/01407/F.  No objections.  Granted 7 August.
· 14/00987/F – 3 Broad Close, Barford St Michael.  First floor rear extension and single storey side and rear extensions.  No objections.  Granted 12 August.


	14/091/3
	Notice of Intent (TCA): there were none.

	14/091/4
	Approved TCAs:
· 14/00173/TCA – St Michael’s Church.  T1 & T2 Irish Yew – fell.  No objections.  Granted 10 July.
· 14/00211/TCA – Brambles, Lower St, Barford St Michael.  T7 x Conifer – fell.  T9 x Hawthorn – crown reduce by 30%.  No objections.  Granted 14 August.
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	14/092

	Reports from Meetings:  there were none.


	14/093


	Finance:



	14/093/1
	The Parish Clerk had presented the schedules of receipts and payments to Councillors before the meeting and sought approval to pay the cheques itemised on the schedule totalling £990.96 (`detailed in Annex 1).  Cllr Styles moved acceptance of the payments detailed, this was seconded by Cllr Eden and approved unanimously.


	14/093/2
	External Audit Report 2013 – 2014: The Parish Clerk had responded to the External Auditor’s (BDO LLP) query about reserves.  BDO LLP completed the audit of the accounts on 26 August 2014 with no issues arising.  Cllr Turner proposed acceptance of the conclusion of audit.  This was seconded by Cllr Best and unanimously accepted.  The Notice of Conclusion of Audit will be displayed on the noticeboard by the village hall and will remain there for at least 14 days.
Note: In future, any Council Tax grant from the government included in the Precept must be shown as ’other receipts’ in box 3.  Cherwell District Council must provide the Parish Council with details of any grant included in the Precept payments.



	14/093/3
	Barclays Bank has given the Parish Council £170 as a goodwill gesture following a complaint made by Cllr Hobbs about their inefficiency in dealing with signatory changes.



	AOB
	a) Cllr Best reported that the de-restriction/30mph sign in Barford St John has been hit by an unknown vehicle.  The Parish Clerk will report the matter to OCC Highways.
b) Cllr Eden reminded the Chairman that allotment agreements need to be sent to tenants.
c) Fix My Street – residents can report defects in the highway to Oxfordshire County Council on       http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk  Once verified, OCC’s contractor pledges to fix potholes within 28 days, 24 hours in an emergency and 4 hours for a severe category.



The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 1 October 2014 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.50pm.
Signed by Chairman…………………………………                        Date………………………………


