Barford St John & St Michael Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday, 2 July 2014 at 7.30pm in Barford Village Hall

The meeting commenced at 7.45pm

Present:  Cllrs Hobbs, Eden, Turner, Styles, Bullard, Best, Campbell, District Cllr Williams and Mrs R Watts (Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer).
Apologies for absence: none

	14/069
	Declarations of Interest: Cllr Eden has worked with Trevor Stewart and therefore declared an interest in Trevor Stewart Timber Play Equipment.

	14/070
	Minutes of the last meeting:  District Cllr Williams asked that the word ‘houses’ in 14/064 be changed to ‘properties’.  The minutes of the meeting on 4 June 2014 were then proposed by Cllr Styles, seconded by Cllr Turner, unanimously RESOLVED as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

	14/071
	Matters Arising not elsewhere on the agenda: there were none.

	14/072
	Parish Clerk's Report:
· Thomas Fox Landscaping has carried out weed killing in the village as requested, other than part of Robin’s Close where there is a water leak.
· The Management Committee has ordered an audio system for the Village Hall and the Parish Clerk has arranged payment of the invoice from Blinkhorns.  The Management Committee has sent the Parish Clerk a cheque to cover the cost less VAT.

	14/073
	Correspondence:  emailed to Cllrs throughout the month

	
	TVP
	Thames Valley Police Alerts

	
	ORCC
	Monthly Bulletin

	
	CDC
	Parish Liaison Meeting 18 June Reports

	
	OCC
	‘Lights Out’ – commemorating the start of WW1, 4 August

	
	OCC
	Transport Consultation

	
	CDC
	Planning Applications – response to request for hard-copy plans.  A general discussion ensued.  It was agreed that any plans for the Barfords should be sent to the Parish Council in hard copy format.    CDs would be accepted for large applications relating to neighbouring villages (e.g. the Mintondale application in Bloxham).  District Cllr Williams will report this decision to CDC officers.

	14/074
	Public Participation: there was none.

	14/075
	County Councillor’s Report:
· No report was submitted.


	14/076
	District Councillor’s Report:
· Cherwell District Council already shares services with South Northants District Council.  It is now considering sharing services with Stratford-upon-Avon District Council.
· Three Member wards and a review of ward boundaries are underway.  This may lead to additional elections being held in 2016 based on the new arrangement.  It is expected that Barford St Michael & St John will be in a ward with South Newington, Milton, Adderbury, Deddington, Duns Tew, North Aston, Middle Aston and Steeple Aston.  Councillors expressed concern that the new arrangement may result in people losing touch with their District Councillors.
· District Cllr Williams, after training, will sit on CDC’s Planning Sub-Committee.  He will also sit on the Overview & Scrutiny Committee, Licencing Committee and Appeals Committee.
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	14/077
	Parish Matters

	14/077/1

	First Aid Courses:  Cllr Hobbs reported that Kirsty Hawkins has not yet submitted a quotation.  The Red Cross charge £37.50 + VAT per person for a 5 hour course and St John’s Ambulance charge £25 + VAT per person for a 3 hour course.
Five people have offered to be First Responders, four in Barford St Michael and one in Barford St John.


	14/077/2
	Play Equipment West Close:  Cllrs Eden and Styles have visited play areas in Steeple Aston, Middle Barton, Somerton and Ardley to see what equipment Trevor Stewart Timber Play Equipment has supplied on sites there.  It was agreed that before going any further, the Deeds to the land and the original change of use planning application need to be checked.  Villagers will be consulted and invited to join a sub-committee to consider fundraising and applying for grants.


	14/078
	Planning Matters:


	14/078/1
	Planning Applications Received:
· 14/00707/LB – Retrospective Application.  Traherne House, The Rock, Barford St Michael.  Replacement of two existing windows.  No objections.

· 14/00836/F – Buttermilk Cottage, Barford St Michael. Single storey front extension to form porch.  No objections.

· 14/01017/OUT – Land south of Milton Rd, Bloxham.


	14/078/2
	Planning Applications Approved by Cherwell District Council: 
· 14/00769/F – Retrospective application. Coombe Cottage, 1 Rock Close, Barford St Michael.  Wooden children’s playhouse.  No objections.  Granted 20 June 2014.

· 14/00752/F Springfields, The Green, Barford St Michael.  Replace existing flat roof with lean-to roof.  No objections.  Granted 20 June 2014.

· 14/00598/F Pymore, Lower St, Barford St Michael.  Removal of existing pre-fabricated concrete garage.  New single extension at rear of bungalow.  No objections.  Granted 19 June 2014.



	14/078/3
	Notice of Intent TCA:
· 14/00173/TCA – St Michael’s Church.  T1 & T2 Irish Yew – fell.  No objections.

	14/078/4
	Approved TCAs: there were none.


	14/079
14/079/1
	Reports from Meetings:
Cllr Styles attended the Adderbury Parish Council meeting on 24 June. Barbara Chilman, from OCC’s Education Department addressed the meeting.  Ms Chilman is responsible for planning the placement of school children across the County.  She said that the County works on the ratio of 100 new houses resulting in an additional 25 primary school children.  She confirmed that there is no potential for Bloxham Primary School to expand and once approved housing developments have been completed, children from the Barfords are unlikely to be given places there unless they already have a sibling at the school.  Adderbury Primary School may be interested in expanding. OCC’s current strategy is to expand Hook Norton and Deddington Primary Schools to 1.5 form entry schools.  This will result in some mixed aged classes.  A new primary school in Bankside, Banbury will open in 2016. Warriner School currently takes a number of children from the Banbury area but this may change in the future as demand from Bloxham and surrounding villages grows.


	14/079/2
	Cllr Styles reported that CDC’s Conservation & Design Team have put together a guide to help local communities register Local Heritage Assets in the district with the Council.  The term ‘Local Heritage Asset’ is used to describe a building, structure, object or place that is identified by the local planning authority as having special significance for local heritage. Formerly known as the ‘Local List’.  Typically a Local Heritage Asset will be a building, though other structures, including landscape features and monuments can also be nominated.  Local Heritage Assets vary from the Grade 1, 2* and 2 listings undertaken by English Heritage, which acknowledges heritage of national significance.  Cllr Styles suggested that the bridge in Barford St Michael might be a ‘non-building’ to consider.
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	14/079/3
	Cllrs Hobbs and Styles attended CDC’s Parish Liaison Meeting at Bodicote House on 18 June.  Two topics under discussion were CDC’s Local Plan, which has been deferred until December 2014 and a change in qualification rules for exception site properties.


	14/080
14/080/1
	Finance:
The Parish Clerk had presented the schedules of receipts and payments to Councillors before the meeting and sought approval to pay the cheques itemised on the schedule totalling £2,457.60 (detailed in Annex 1).  Cllr Turner moved acceptance of the payments detailed, this was seconded by Cllr Bullard and approved unanimously.  
 

	14/080/2
	There being no meeting in August, the Parish Clerk had also presented the schedules of receipts and payments for August to Councillors before the meeting and sought approval to pay the post-dated cheques itemised on the schedule totalling £2,662.98 (detailed in Annex1).  Cllr Turner moved acceptance of the payments detailed, this was seconded by Cllr Bullard and approved unanimously.


	14/080/3
	Barclays Bank.  The Parish Clerk had applied for a new cheque book and this request had been refused because she was ‘not an authorised’ person’.  Cllr Hobbs had contacted Barclays Customer Service; staff were looking at an old computer system and not the latest one, which confirmed that the Parish Clerk, though not a signatory, is authorised to deal with the bank on day to day matters.  Cllr Hobbs is still waiting for a response to an official complaint made to Barclays earlier this year.


	14/081
	External Audit of Accounts 2013-2014.  The Parish Clerk had submitted the 2013-2014 accounts to BDO external auditors.  They had responded asking why ‘other payments’ had decreased by 14% over the previous year.  The Parish Clerk was able to identify one-off spends in 2012-2013 on the Jubilee which would satisfy this query.  The auditor also questioned why the reserves appear high in comparison with the precept.  Cllrs confirmed that money was being held in reserve for play equipment in West Close, First-Aid courses and a new noticeboard for Barford St John.  The Parish Clerk will respond to BDO accordingly.


	AOB
	a) Cllr Turner had reported a dangerous pothole in Barford St John to OCC Highways via their website and it was repaired within two days (see below (f)).
b) A ‘home-made’ sign at the bottom of The Rock is in disrepair.  Cllr Styles will remove it.

c) Cllr Eden asked whether or not the allotment agreement has been sent to tenants.  Cllr Hobbs confirmed that he had the draft document which he will pass to Mr Elliott.

d) Cllr Best said that the noticeboard in Barford St John has totally collapsed.  Cllrs agreed unanimously that the Parish Clerk can order a replacement.

e) A new webpage has been designed where people can confidentially report dog fouling offences to help CDC’s enforcement officers target hotspot areas and fine owners who fail to clean up after their dog.  Offenders who fail to clear up after their dog can receive an on-the-spot fine of £50, which can increase to £1,000 if the case proceeds to magistrates’ court.  To report an offence, visit www.cherwell.gov.uk/dogfouling
f) Fix My Street – residents can report defects in the highway to Oxfordshire County Council on       http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk  Once verified, OCC’s contractor pledges to fix potholes within 28 days, 24 hours in an emergency and 4 hours for a severe category.



The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 3 September 2014 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.20 pm.
Signed by Chairman…………………………………                        Date………………………………


